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Holy Angels students get a glimpse of college life
DEMAREST— Columbia 

University’s Fu Foundation School 
of Engineering and Applied Sci-
ence welcomed students from the 
Academy of the Holy Angels for a 
glimpse of university life. Three en-
gineers and a panel of women cur-
rently attending Columbia shared 
their experiences with the Holy 
Angels Robotics Team, engineering 
class, and the Society of Women 
Engineers.

The tour included visits to three 
university laboratories led by Rai-
mondo Betti, Shiho Kawashima and 
Steve Sun.

Betti, a civil engineer, guided 
the students in the Carlton Lab, 
where he discussed structural dy-
namics and earthquake engineering.

“Students were able to analyze 
a large piece of the Manhattan 
Bridge… (which incorporates) the 
largest cables ever built in a labora-
tory,” Holy Angels student Antonia 
Thompson said. “We learned about 
the new materials and technology 
being developed at Columbia Uni-
versity for infrastructure testing.” 

Betti explained how scientists 

use magnets, sensors, and “smart 
devices” to simulate atmospheric 
conditions and examine deteriora-
tion. The results of these studies are 
used by engineers, manufacturers 
and the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration.

Kawashima, a civil engineer 
who works in engineering mechan-
ics, shared her knowledge of infra-
structural materials. Kawashima 
focuses on cement research and is 
currently studying 
3D concrete print-
ing. She showed 
students some of the 
materials used to 
produce cement and 
cement additives, 
and presented the 
visitors with “Star 

-
ioned from cement.

Sun covered his 
work in theoretical 
and computational 
solid mechanics and multi-physical 
systems. He spoke about the obser-
vation of earthquakes, landslides, 
strong winds and corrosion and the 

ways soil is affected by frost, water, 
and heat.

Three women who attend Co-
lumbia University provided the 

Holy Angels students with an insid-
er’s view of the college experience. 
The panelists touched on student 
life, the course load and some of 
their extracurricular activities.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:
 30 nationally acclaimed undergraduate degrees

 Degrees in the health professions
   –  Nursing, Health Sciences, Public Health Education,  

and Healthcare Administration
  Business, Computer Science and Sport Management
  Graphic Design, Communications & Media Studies

and coming in Fall 2017, Sprint Football and a new  
marching band!
All of this and one of the lowest cost private universities  
in New Jersey.
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