
 

 

Placement Exam Review 

Reading Comprehension 

 Make sure to read passages from beginning to end before looking at the questions since reading 

correctly the first time will save you time from re-reading the passage. Look for the big ideas and 

paragraph topics. 

 Answer questions based on the information given in the passage, not information you may already 

know about the passage.  

 Read questions and all of the answers before trying to answer. 

 If in doubt, guess strategically. Eliminate the answers that are obviously incorrect. 

Types of Questions 

1. Main Idea: Authors either begin or end their passages with a topic sentence that not only introduces 

the topic but also summarizes the main point of the passage and is usually phrased as one of the 

following: 

  

 The passage deals mainly with… 

 The title that best expresses the ideas of the passage is… 

 The writer’s main purpose is… 

 

2. Supporting Ideas: Be sure to use the facts provided in the passage; don’t rely on your memory of 

outside learning—concentrate only on information provided in the passage to support the main idea of 

the passage.  

 

 When did the action described in this passage take place? 

 Why did (so-and-so) do (such-and-such)? 

 What is the setting of this reading passage? 

 What did the protagonist of this passage not do? 

 Which of the following statements is true, based on this reading? 

 Which of the following questions is answered in this passage? 

 

3. Inference: Once you understand the author’s purpose in writing the passage you can take educated 

guesses since you are asked to draw conclusions from the passage by using words  that imply judgment 

or possibility: 

 

 Why do you think that…? 

 What is most likely…? 

 Comparing the two paragraphs in this reading passage, we can say that… 

 The author implies that… 

 Based on the information in this passage, the reader can infer that… 

 



4. Word-In –Context: The word you are asked to define will be italicized, bolded, or underlined. You can 

determine the word’s meaning from the context of other words in the sentence. 

 

 The word ____, as underlined and used in this passage, most nearly means… 

 Which of the following gives an example of… 

 Which of the following definitions most closely fits… 

 Which of the following is an example of… 

 Which word can be substituted for______ without changing the meaning of the sentence? 

 

5. Organization/Logic: Think about your knowledge of writing techniques (introduction (introduces main 

idea or thesis), body (provides examples/ proof to support and illustrate the main idea), and conclusion 

(summarizes main points), since this type of question asks you to identify the organization of the 

passage: 

 

 Which of the following best illustrates the outline for this passage? 

 The first paragraph consists primarily of a description of… 

 To which of the following does the word ____ in line ____ refer? 

 Which of the following best summarizes the primary purpose of paragraph two? 

 Which of the following best describes the relation of the first paragraph to the passage as a whole? 

 

6. Tone: What is the speaker’s attitude toward the subject covered in the passage? Is the writer unbiased 

with no emotional tone or… Outraged? Joyful? Excited? Look for words that create an emotional 

reaction since you are being asked to identify the tone of the writer: 

 

 The author speaks of ______ with what kind of emotion? 

 Which of the following best describes the author of this passage? 

 The author’s attitude is most likely… 

 How does the author feel about_______? 

 Which words in the passage communicate the author or narrator’s emotions? 
  

Figurative Language: This term refers to language in a passage that is not intended to be interpreted literally. 

Some examples of figurative language include metaphors, hyperbole and personification. These types of 

literary devices require the reader to “read into” the images and word choices in order to comprehend the 

intended meaning.  For example, if a parent says, “I told you a million times to clean your room,” we can see 

that “a million times” is an example of hyperbole and is intended to be read interpretively as figurative 

language. A parent would not say anything one million times—that would be impossible!  Another example 

might be, “Sally was chained to her work, but eventually summer liberated her.”  Sally was not literally 

chained, but she was required to work hard to complete her assignments.  Summer cannot liberate someone 

because it is not a person—both images, chains and summer, are meant to be analyzed further by the reader 

to explore the author’s intention.  

 Which words or images in the passage are not intended to be interpreted literally? 

 Are the images or figurative language choices positive or negative?  

 What connotations do the non literal language choices have in this passage? 

 How is figurative language linked to tone in this passage?  


