
Happy Summer Students!

While it is summer and I want each and every student to enjoy themselves, it is also

important that we hone our reading skills.  Each student must choose TWO novels from

the grade level list provided and complete each of the tasks attached by Thursday,

September 9, 2021.  You will receive credit for your completion of each task.  This

assignment will be categorized as a supportive assessment for each novel.  When we

return to school, all other in-class assignments (discussions, quizzes, homework, group

projects, etc.) associated with summer reading will be categorized as formative

assessments.  I am so excited to be your English teacher and I hope to see excited and

smiling faces soon! - Ms. Gi�ani



Summer Reading List

Grade 6:
Front Desk - Kelly Yang

Merci Suarez Changes Gears - Meg Madina

The Thing About Jellyfish - Ali Benjamin

Grade 7:
The War That Saved My Life - Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

A Thousand Paper Cranes - Ishi Takayuki

Three Times Lucky - Sheila Turnage

Grade 8:
Brown Girl Dreaming - Jacqueline Woodson

A Girl Named Disaster - Nancy Farmer

Beyond the Bright Sea - Lauren Wok



Task A: Create a book cover for your novel on a sheet of blank paper or construction

(use whatever is necessary for your cover).  Include printed/cut out images from

magazines/newspapers/etc. or draw pictures that depict the major themes and events in

your novel.  On the back of your creative covers, provide a brief summary of the book

and include a “review section” (usually when you pick up any book and look at the back,

there are reviews from The New York Times.  Make a couple reviews about summer

reading...Get creative!)

Task B: Write a one page reflection that addresses the following questions.  As you

write, be sure to include evidence from the text to support your reflections.

● Explain your reactions to the novel.  What did you enjoy, dislike, favorite

characters, etc.

● What lessons did you learn from the book and how can they be applied to the

world and/or people around you today?

(Please use the attached rubrics as a checklist to see if you have met the requirements

for each of your summer assignments.)


